As to Dr Lees' case, it seems extremely probable that the local condition which he describes and figures may be the result of the constant laboured breathing and not the cause^ of it. That is to say, that it is an analogous deformity to the " pigeon-breast" which had begun to show itself in those of my cases which had suffered for a long time, or to the deformity of the nostrils so often seen in patients with obstruction to the passage of air through the nose.
Before proceeding to consider the nature of this spasmodic muscular contraction, it will be well to contrast its main symptoms briefly with those of laryngismus, with which it is often confounded. There are, of course, many obvious points of resemblance between the two conditions, such as that they are both spasmodic respiratory affections, of central origin, occurring in young children. But when we examine further, we find also very essential differences.
In fact, we might almost say that the clinical manifestations of infantile respiratory spasm are scarcely more similar to those of laryngismus than the jerkings of chorea are to the muscular contractions of a regular convulsive seizure.
The comparison of a few points will bring this out. 
